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April 22, 2010
Dear Merle,

It has been a while since we have talked and I hope all is still well with you. As you probably know, during the last eight years much concern has been expressed by legislators, state officials, civic organizations and the general public regarding the trustworthiness of the type of electronic voting machines used here in Georgia.  Since the Center for Elections Systems certainly has expertise in this matter, I am writing to challenge you or your designee to a friendly debate. The subject would be: “Can our voting machines be trusted to count every vote accurately on Election Day?” or a comparable topic of your choice. The debate would allow civic and political organizations to raise their long standing issues, provide a forum for the general public to have their questions answered and give the KSU Center for Election Systems the opportunity to alleviate all concerns.
In case you doubt whether or not there is public skepticism regarding our voting machines please consider:
· During the first Secretary of State debate in February of this year, Libertarian candidate, David Chastain, asked for a show of hands in the audience as to how many believe that the Diebold voting machines accurately count every vote on Election Day. In an auditorium of 300 people, no one raised their hand.

· A 2006 AJC study determined that 88% of Georgia voters considered voting machine security as an important issue and they ranked it as the sixth most important in a list that included all national, state, local issues such as foreign policy, taxation, health care,  etc. 

· At each State Election Board meeting last year the subject of  voting machine trustworthiness was a topic expressed by at least one member of the general public and sometimes as many as a half dozen or more. The number of public comments about this topic has dwarfed all other elections issues combined at those meetings.

A debate of the issues surrounding these machines could take place at a mutually agreeable time and location and with mutually agreeable rules and conditions. Please feel free to call me anytime to discuss logistical matters or other considerations.  I am looking forward to your reply.
Sincerely,

Garland Favorito
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